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electronic equipment is also expanding rapidly (see 
Figure 4).



phosphor bronze for springs (i.e., modulus of elasticity is 
approximately 110 GPa).



using Au, have been heavily used in heavy-duty electron-
ic connectors for their high reliability. Recently, connec-
tors based on Au plating are gradually being applied, due 
to their stabilized connection characteristics, to automo-
tive safety systems such as ABS and air-bag equipment 
where Sn plating still constitutes the mainstream. Thus 
the use of Au-plated parts and connectors is rapidly 
growing because of the accelerated computerization of 
automotive equipment as well as of the worldwide busi-











been developed and released including catheter, stent 
(see Figure 17), reamer, etc. In order to meet the stringent 


