








using Au, have been heavily used in heavy-duty electron-
ic connectors for their high reliability. Recently, connec-
tors based on Au plating are gradually being applied, due 
to their stabilized connection characteristics, to automo-
tive safety systems such as ABS and air-bag equipment 
where Sn plating still constitutes the mainstream. Thus 
the use of Au-plated parts and connectors is rapidly 
growing because of the accelerated computerization of 












